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James Baxter and Annie Appleyards collection on display at Beltring 

With so much happening over in Europe, see more inside 

on their 2009 exploits in their Old Dart Report. 



STATEMENT and FINE PRINT Information  

World War 2 Jeeps NSW is NOT  a formal Motor Vehicle Club, but more an òAssociationó of 

WW2 Jeep enthusiasts, bonded together by this e ñnewsletter. Itõs sole intention is to share 

information about their vehicles, future displays, trips and events. It was founded in 1991 by 

the late Peter Walker in an effort to bring together genuine users of the legendary Jeep.  

Contact can be made with the current òCommitteeó as per the email addresses on the cover. 

 

Joining information for new members is, a sense of participation and contribution to the  

Association for your benefit and that of others, a $20 cash donation, your email address  for 

sending of the newsletter, (this can be of a family member or friend if you don't have one ñ

Donõt forget to tell them!), a good colour picture of your Jeep along with a few words of your 

Jeep related history, so we can introduce you via a òMember Profileó. If you have any Jeep  

related restoration talents, please let us know and whether you are prepared to offer any  

advice to fellow members. Ongoing membership is by òDonationó towards our HQ development. 

 

Members, their relatives, friends or guests are reminded that some Four Wheel Drive  

activities, events or trips notified herein, can be extremely dangerous. Participation in any  

activity, event or trip is entirely up to the individuals discretion and that no responsibility, 

what so ever, can be held against any land holder, group or individual, for what ever situation 

that may arise, in travelling to or from or during the course of that activity, event or trip.  

If we are participating in an activity, event or trip organised by others outside of the  

Association, we do so as a group of individuals at their invitation. Prior contact with the person 

organising any particular activity, event or trip advertised herein is mandatory, to avail  

yourself with the most up to date and correct information, as dates and itinerary can change 

due to unforeseen circumstances.  

 

Finally, views expressed in our newsletter are also individual and do not necessarily reflect the 

Association as a whole. Membership lists forwarded from time to time are for the benefit of 

those listed for contact purposes amongst each other only and are not intended for  

dissemination to third parties or to be used for soliciting of unrequested services and or  

advertising material.  

 

The image of the Jeep below under the banner òKeeping The Legend Aliveó and on the front 

cover is from an original drawing by Krystii Melaine and is used with permission.  

Prints on quality art paper, ready for framing are available by contacting Krystii at  

krystii@krystiimelaine.com  

Dedicated to wearing out yesterdays legend,  

today for some bugger to preserve tomorrow!   



LATE MAIL  

This it, the final bit of news for 2009. Purposely designed for Xmas reading enjoyment. 

Some late submissions and reports on the yearly activities, late mail from members and of course lots of forms to 

fill in. Spend some of that free time over Chrissy to plan next years events! Then get back to the shed and get 

your Jeep ready. Corowa is going to be the event NOT TO MISS this year. 

We certainly have had a variety of reports in what is usually a bumper Xmas issue. 

Take care and have a safe, Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.ðfrom ñThe Jeep News Teamò 

 

First of all a couple of letters, first one from Audrey, Hi all in the Jeep club, 

An update to what life has me doing these days after the 5 year passing of my great mate and partner Peter 

Walker,some new members may not know of this person who started the club but the ones that do will remember 

him fondly as a larrikin. 

I have just moved in with Garry who some of you met a few years ago at the Xmas Bash at Sofala/Hill End? must 

have had too much to drink!  since then we have been travelling around the state, a small part of Vic. and Qld as 

well as overseas as Garry is a pilot with Qantas. I have taken him camping a few times and he does enjoy it as 

long as it doesn't rain and that is exactly what happened, so he has bought a 24ft RV Jayco Conquest, Fiat 

Ducato, nothing like a WW11 jeep (Funnily I do miss roughing it like the old days but my joints aren't           

complaining) when Garry retires this year we hope to do the around Australia trip. 

I am wishing you all a safe and happy Christmas and a wonderful new year.....Cheers Audrey  

 

Mitch, a couple of pictures that I promised from our trip to Timor. These were taken at President Jose Ramos 

Horta's residence on Timor Leste when we were there in October. He was a really friendly guy, liked the        

motocross but said it was something he would never do himself. He invited us to his house to see his bikes - said 

he had the Harley copy as he couldn't afford the real thing. The Russian bike with sidecar came out of Vietnam 

and he said he bought that from a US serviceman in Darwin. Now I know the Jeep has the wrong emblem on the 

front, but heck, how often do you get an invite to the President's house? So I would like to share the pics... 

regards, Geoff 

(Geoff is an old School Mate of Mitch, who has been involved with his Jeep from day one and submits  

interesting pics when he comes across them. Thanks Geoff. (Checkout russell brothers films on youtube or 

myspace for some good footage of his boys and their antics on their motorcross bikesðgreat stuff 
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Message from the Old Dart 
 

I thought I would drop a line to Jeep News to let you know what we have been up to back here in the Old Dart 

(as Jack Hicks would say) during the last 12 months or so. 

2009 has been pretty busy, particularly with the 65th anniversary of Normandy, and the liberation of Bethune, as 

well as the first of a new show that Annie and I have been organising. 

We started the year with the óOperation Frostbiteô on the first Sunday in January, and bloody cold it was too!   

This is a 25mile run from a nearby village, through the lanes of Kent, to a pub for a splendid lunch.  We started 

organising this run back in 1998, as a way get over the Christmas/New Year festivities, by getting out the       

vehicles into the sharp winter weather.  This year was particularly cold, with many of the lanes very icy as they 

had not been gritted.  Nevertheless it was great fun, with a turnout of some 50 military vehicles and about 130 

people. 

In March I organised, in conjunction with the Automobile Association (The AA) a Veteran Car and Military  

Vehicle run from London to Sevenoaks in Kent.  This was to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the first 

time ever that a body of troops had been moved by motor transport.   On the 15th March 19009 the AA, in      

conjunction with the War Office (now the Ministry of Defence), transported a battalion of 600 Guardsmen from 

London to Hastings, in the AA members cars.  This was an exercise that proved to the Government that troops 

could be moved to a potential crisis point (invasion beach, for example) more rapidly than the more usual means 

of horse drawn or even rail transport, with the use of motor vehicles. For the AA the benefit was the              

demonstration to the Government that motor vehicle owners were responsible people willing to support the 

country in time of crisis, as the Government of the time believed that motor vehicles and their owners were    

dangerous and should be restricted ï not much change there in the last 100 years!!  For the commemorative run 

we managed to get a number of veteran cars of the pre 1909 period, along with military re-enactors in period 

uniforms, as well as British military vehicles dating from 1939 to the present day. 



June saw us in Normandy for the 65th anniversary of D-Day commemorations.  We took the CMP Chev (Blitz to 

you) truck, along with 90 odd other WW2 vehicles from our MV club.  We stayed at a campsite very close to 

Pegasus Bridge, and during the week we were there the Mayor of Benouville (the village containing Pegasus 

Bridge) asked us to do a special parade of vehicles over the bridge on the afternoon of the 6th June, which we felt 

very privileged to do.  We also organised a couple of battle field tours for MV owners, and on one of these, we 

were parked up on a road in the depths of Normandy, where I was explaining details of the battle to the group, 

when a coach pulled up and disgorged about 30 modern German army soldiers who were doing the same       

battlefield tour!  We had a most interesting discussion with them, particularly as the battle involved the Germans 

beating the Brits!  What we really enjoy about these sort of trips to France is the opportunity to drive around the 

French country lanes, which a virtually free of traffic, stopping in villages for refreshments and sampling the 

local food and drink.  We also find the French villagers most welcoming.  We did see some of the vehicles that 

the group from Oz had brought over to Normandy whilst driving about, but we did not get to meet them, as they 

were camped about 50 miles away at the other end of the landing area.  Another interesting encounter took place 

when we visited one of the German bunker complexes, code named óHillmanô, where I met a German who had 

been a 17 year old private in the German Army, stationed at the bunker on D-Day, and who saw the landing craft 

heading for the shore carrying the British troops who captured the bunker the next day.  He spent the next 3 

years as a POW in Canada and the UK. A most interesting chap.  



The 6th June 1944 also happens to be the date of issue of the Chev, so we decided to have a little 65th Birthday cele-

bration, with Champaign and a few friends. 

In July we attended the War and Peace Show.  This is a must for anyone remotely interested in MVs, with some 

3000 vehicles from all over Europe, and elsewhere (including Oz this year), as well as some brilliant living history 

displays.  We managed to get all our vehicles there, and put on a static display based around the CMP óBlitzô break-

down truck we had shipped over from Kenya.  It no has stowage lockers on the rear, as well as a brand new instru-

ment cluster (the original civilian type, not the military version). 

On the 15th and 16th August Annie and I were responsible for organising a military vehicle and historic aircraft 

show, called óCombined Opsô, at on old wartime airfield at Headcorn in Kent.  Our MV club, IMPS, had decided to 

have a club event, with a difference, so I approached the owners of Headcorn Aerodrome to see if they would agree 

to hosting a combined military and aviation event there.  They leapt at the idea, and to cut a long story short, we put 

on the show, which attracted some 300 vehicles, numerous re-enactment groups, traders, etc and vintage aircraft.  

The flying highlights of the show included displays by a Mustang and flypasts from an F86 Sabre (not many of 

those to the dozen).  We managed to attract 3600 visitors though the gate over the week end, and even made a 

(very) modest profit!  For a small club event, we were very pleased, so weôve decided to do it all again next year.  

If anyone is in the UK on the 14th and 15th August, get down to Headcorn, near Maidstone, in Kent (about 50 miles 

south east of London).  
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September saw us back in France for the 65th Anniversary of the liberation of Bethune.  This is a regular event 

for IMPS, which has taken place every year for the last 20 years.  This is always a good trip, with a welcome 

from the French citizens of Bethune and the surrounding countryside.  The Police provide us with motorcycle 

escorts everywhere we go over the 3 days we are there, and there is much pleasure to be gained from roaring 

through red lights with the fuzz holding up the traffic. 

That just about concludes another year of polluting the atmosphere and emitting greenhouse gasses.  2010 looks 

like being another busy one, with a repeat of the AA run, a trip to Guernsey, in the Chennel Islands, to com-

memorate their Liberation in May a tour to Dunkirk to commemorate the evacuation 70 years ago (we Brits like 

to celebrate our defeats!), War & peace, our Headcorn show, Bethune, etc. 

Thanks to Mitch for continuing to email the Jeep News to us, and hence keeping us in touch with all your activi-

ties.  Good to see that things havenôt changed a great deal in the 13 years since we left Oz (yes, 13years!).  John 

Swain is still organising his trips into the bush, and Gazzaôs sense of humour doesnôt improve ï nice face on the 

front of your Jeep, Gary, shown in the last Newsletter. 

Please pass on our best wishes to the old gang, particularly Audrey, John and Monica, Jack, Gary and Penny, 

Jaap and Margaret, Cliff and Deb, and all the others we met while we were in Sydney (now 15 years ago since 

we joined the club!). 

James and Annie  
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STANDING  

ORDERS  
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THIS IS THE MOST IMPORTANT BIT OF 

YOUR ñNEWSò - Read it and act! No use having a 

Jeep tucked away in the shed if you don't use it!! 

REMEMBER THE SLOGAN!!!  

 

ALL AMERICAN DAY ðCastle Hill 
Contact Scott Rough for all the details. 

A big contingent of fellow members attend this one 

each year and often walk away with the goodies! 

Usually the Sunday before Australia Day at Castle 

Towers Shopping Centre @ Castle Hill of course. 

 

AUSTRALIA DAY  Donôt forget the Motorfest 

at Hyde Park. Another great event, well attended by 

the usual crowd. More details as they come to hand. 

 

Highlands Steam and Vintage Fair 
Friday 19 February to Sunday 21 at Oberon NSW. 

You will have gathered from our reports that previous 

years have been great and this next one, will be even 

bigger. Contact the Rally Organiser, David 

McMurray on email ....... 

David@HighlandsSteam.org.au or phone him on (02)

6336-5331 for a full info pack to be sent to you. 

 REGISTRATIONS ARE NOW OPEN.  
Check out their website www.HighlandsSteam.org.au 

For all the latest information and forms etc. 

 

COROWA 2010ðòYear of the JEEPò 
Well we have been going on about this for some 

months now and from the vibe that I have       

received, that plenty of interest is being shown. 

Look at your last edition, fill in the form and be a 

part of the biggest Jeep gathering of the last few 

years. See also website www.corowaswim-in.org 

for further Information (Its just been updated). 
 

JEEP JAMBOREE 2010  
30th Sept. to 3rd Oct. 2010 Lardner Park, Warragul, 

Victoria. A few of your fellow members are starting 

to talk about an expedition to this event. M.J.O.Club 

are planning to be the largest Jeep ownerôs event ever 

held in Australia. 

Full details at web site www.jeepjamboree.com.au 

COROWA  Site map above showing proposed      

location for the WW2 Jeeps HQ at Ball Park Caravan 

Park. Scott Rough will also have a big camp out at 

Corowa Airport, so you will have somewhere to lay 

out your swag. If you plan to erect a large tent or have 

large space requirements, due to trucks, trailers etc, 

then I suggest the airport or arrange direct with       

Andrew and Sonia at the Caravan Park for a site. You 

should have your entry forms in with KVE by now, or 

if not, very soon as there are special surprises for the 

earlybirds. You can download one off their website 

noted in the other column. 

TRIPS DOWN I am starting to get asked, how are 

you getting there? So .... Due to the distance, its a 2 

day trip. I have done it in one but its a long boring day 

on the Hume Highway! Besides, you don't want to  

suffer from the affliction in the next article (PTO), do 

you? I plan to depart Wenty Falls early on Tuesday. 

And head down via Oberon, Tuena Yass, Wee Jasper, 

Tumberumba, Jingellic and follow the mighty Murray 

downstream. We did that last year and it was a     

pleasant drive. Overnight down Wee Jasper way. 

There will be plenty of meeting points along the way, 

if you cannot make the mountains early. Say, Yass for 

those later departers? Scheduled arrival at Corowa is 

later on Wednesday arvo or at a pinch, if time is     

running out, Thursday morning. Now, that might not 

suit everyone, so get together in groups and make 

plans. I can act as a quasi ORGANISERð or GOð

BETWEEN, if you let me know of your preferred plan. 

The main days are Friday and Saturday, however there 

is a lot happening earlier and a few recovery plans and 

debriefs slated for the Sunday. Check out the website 

for further details. I am heading back Monday and 

Tuesday. That should get me in the shit! 



Gday Mitch and all at WW2 Jeeps NSW. I miss you blokes and all the things you get up 
to. Here are some photos from Canungra 2009 ƷCheers Steve Malikoff  
 
BelowƷThe ex - British Army Lend - Lease M29C Weasel, just arrived from Sweden and passing 
through. Way below ƷJeep for sale, very rough condition  
Other page top ƷDodge WC- 54 in the foreground, just like at the start of M*A*S*H  
The theme for 2009 was the half - ton Dodge, here were three needing restoration  
Other page bottom ƷOperational tracked vehicles this year were two local pattern  
carriers and the two Stuart tanks and finally, three fine Studebaker US6 trucks.  
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